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Introduction 
 
St. John’s School is a voluntary aided Church of England Primary with a Nursery.  
As a voluntary aided Church of England school, we aim to provide an education 
based on Christian principles and practise and enjoy close links with our parish 
church.  Governors hope that parents who have chosen the school for their child 
recognise and are fully supportive of its distinctive ethos.  Governors therefore 
hope that all children will attend acts of collective worship and take part in the 
religious education curriculum offered by the school.  This does not affect the 
rights parents enjoy under the Educational Reform Act 1988s9(3). 
 
The Governors, who are responsible for admissions to this Church of England 
Voluntary Aided Primary School, have agreed with the Local Authority to admit 
sixty pupils to the Reception class each year. These arrangements and the 
admissions criteria (below) are reviewed annually. When there are more 
applications than there are places available, the Governors will admit pupils 
according to the following criteria: 
 
Overriding priority will be given to looked after’ children and previously ‘looked 
after’ children, who have been adopted or made subject to child arrangements 
orders or special guardianship orders. ‘Looked after child’ has the same 
meaning as in Section 22 of the Children Act 1989, and means any child in the 
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care of a local authority or provided with accommodation by them (e.g. children 
with foster parents at the time of making an application to the school).  
 
‘Adopted’.  An adopted child is any child who has been formally adopted and 
whose parent/guardian can give proof of adoption 
 
‘Child Arrangements Order’. A Child Arrangements order is an order under the 
terms of the Children Act 1989 S.8 settling the arrangements to be made as to 
the person with whom the child is to live.  Children ‘looked after’ immediately 
before the order is made, qualify in this category. 
 
‘Special Guardianship Order’. A special guardianship order is an order under the 
terms of the Children Act 1989 S.14A appointing one or more individuals to be 
a child’s special guardian(s).  Children who were ‘looked after’ immediately 
before the special guardianship order was made qualify for this category. 

 

The remaining places will be split on the basis of 60% Foundation Places for 
those who are practising Christians and 40% Open Places. Siblings will be placed 
into the applicable category. 
 

Foundation Places 

Places will be offered according to the following criteria, which are listed in 
order of priority: 

1.  Children whose families are committed regular1 members of the 
congregation at St. John with St. James, Walham Green. 

2. Children whose families are committed regular1 members of the 
Church of England in an Anglican parish church, which has no 
parochial school of its own and live within a mile of the school as 
calculated as a straight-line.   

3. Children who are regular members of another Christian 
denomination3 and who live within a mile of the school as calculated 
as a straight-line.   

 

The school will seek a reference from the applicant’s parish priest or 
minister. In each category, priority will be given to children with a sibling 
already attending the school. 
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Once the Foundation places have been filled, all remaining applications are 
considered Open places.  

 

Open Places 

Places will be offered according to the following criteria, which are listed in 
order of priority: 

1. Siblings of children who will be on roll at the time of attendance. 

2. Children living nearest the school measured by the straight-line 
distance from home to school.    

 

Notes: 
 
Should there be vacancies in either category the places will be filled in order 
from the other category. 
 

1 by ‘regular’ we mean a minimum of twice a month for 18 months. 

2 by ‘members’ in category 3, we mean membership conferred by 
baptism (or dedication in churches that do not practise infant 
baptism). 

3 by ‘another Christian denomination’ we mean those who are 
members of or affiliated to Churches together in Britain and Ireland 
(CTBI) or the Evangelical Alliance. 

 
‘Sibling’  
For the purposes of this policy the word ‘sibling’ is defined as brother or sister, 
half brother or sister, stepbrother or sister or foster child. The child must be 
living with the same parent/carer at the same address as the child already at St 
John’s School. The older child must still be attending the school when the 
younger sibling joins the school. 

Tie-breaker 
In the event of there being insufficient vacancies to admit all applicants in any 
of the categories listed above, priority will be given to children whose 
parents/legal guardians’ residential address is the shortest distance from the 
school’s main entrance in Filmer Road, when measured in a straight line. If 
distances are identical, the Governing Body will draw lots in the presence of an 
independent witness, in the event that two or more such applicants are applying 
for the one remaining place. 
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Waiting list 

A waiting list will be kept in order under each category.  Late applications and 
those made mid-year will be placed on the list according to the above criteria. 
Places will be filled from the appropriate category. 

In addition 

Parents/carers applying for a Foundation place will need to fill in a 
Supplementary Form to ensure the School has the requisite information to 
apply the Admissions Criteria.  Failure to fill in the Supplementary Form may 
affect priority afforded to the application. Supplementary Forms will be 
distributed by the School and must be returned to the School Office by the 
stipulated 15th January, 2018. . 

Applicants with twins, triplets etc. should be aware that Governors will treat 
these  
children as individuals in this process and apply the criteria accordingly. Should 
twins come at number 30 and 31 on a final ranked list they may both be 
admitted. 
 
Change of Address 
Applicants are obliged to inform the LA and the School immediately of a 
change of address. Failure to do so may result in the withdrawal of a place. 
 
False or withheld information 
The Governors reserve the right not to make an offer, or may seek to withdraw 
an offer of a place to any child whose parents have supplied false information 
or withheld information on the Common Application or Supplementary 
Information Forms.  
 
Applicants currently in Nursery 
A place in the Nursery does not guarantee a subsequent place in the Reception 
class. Parents of children who are admitted for nursery education will still need 
to apply for a place at the School if they wish their child to transfer to 
Reception. 
 
RIGHT OF APPEAL 
If you are unsuccessful you may ask us for the reasons for the refusal of a place. 
These reasons will be related to the oversubscription criteria listed in the policy 
and you will have the right of appeal to an independent panel.  Should you wish 
to appeal please contact the school as soon as possible for an appeal form on 
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which you must list your reasons for making an appeal.  Appeals must be 
submitted by Friday, 27th May 2018. 
 
 
FAIR ACCESS 
The school is committed to taking its fair share of children who are vulnerable 
and/or hard to place, as set out in locally agreed protocols. Accordingly, 
outside the normal admissions round, the Governing Body is empowered to 
give absolute priority to a child where admission is requested under any local 
protocol that has been agreed by both the Governing Body and the Diocese for 
the current school year. The Governing Body has this power even when 
admitting the child would mean exceeding the published admission number. 
 
PUPILS WITH AN EDUCATION, HEALTH AND CARE PLAN (EHC) 
The admission of pupils with an Education Health and Care Plan (EHC) is dealt 
with by a completely separate procedure. Details of this separate procedure 
are set out in the Special Educational Needs Code of Practice. If your child has 
an EHC Plan you must contact your Local Authority SEN officer.  Children with 
this school named in their EHC Plan will be admitted. 
 

 
RECEPTION YEAR DEFERRED ENTRY 
Applicants may defer entry to school up until statutory school age i.e. the first 
day of term following the child’s fifth birthday.  Application is made in the 
usual way and then the deferral is requested.  The place will then be held until 
the first day of the spring or summer term as applicable.  Applicants may also 
request that their child attend part-time until compulsory school age is 
reached.  Entry may not be deferred beyond compulsory school age or beyond 
the year of application, therefore applicants whose children have birthdays in 
the summer term may only defer until 1st April 2018. 
 
ADMISSION OF SUMMER BORN CHILDREN 
Parents/carers may now request that their summer born child, i.e. a child born 
between the 1st April – 31st August 2012 be admitted to Reception in the 
September following his/her 5th birthday.  Parents/carers should inform the 
Chair of Governors of this request at the time of application.  An application 
must then be submitted in the usual way.  This application will be treated in the 
same way as all other applications and ranked according to the oversubscription 
criteria.  There is no guarantee that an offer will be made.   
 


