
St John’s Walham Green C of E Primary School 

Information for Parents – How to Help your child 

Year Group: 2      Term: Autumn   Class Teacher: Mr Pyper  Date:   September 2019 

Our main History topic this term is ‘Exploring the World’. 

 
REGULAR TASKS 
Reading: Please find time to read with your child every day for around 20 
minutes away from the TV or loud music and ensure you sign and date their 
Reading Records. You should ask your child questions about the book they are 
reading to think about the story further and encourage them to use expression 
and recognise punctuation. Your child will change their own book once a week 
on a Friday. Your child will also take part in a ‘Guided Reading’ session with their 
class teacher. Please note that teacher comments on the guided reading 
sessions are kept separately and so will not be recorded in your child’s yellow 
home reading record.  
Spelling: We will have weekly spelling tests which will take place on a Friday.  The 
words sent home will be a mixture of words based on the sounds that your child 
has covered in that week’s phonics sessions. They will also have a set of ‘high 
frequency’ and ‘tricky’ words, i.e. commonly used words and words that cannot 
be phonetically decoded and so need to be learnt by memory. Once your child 
has received full marks on this test, they will receive the next set. 
Handwriting: We have daily handwriting sessions. Please give your child the 
opportunity to practice the formation of letters and check that they are forming 
them in the correct orientation. Each week your child will also be sent home with 
a handwriting sheet to complete and returned by the following Friday. 
Literacy: We will begin the term by reading the story ‘The Gingerbread Man’ 
writing descriptions and working on retelling a story using exclamations and 
expanded noun phrases. . Then we will be reading the book ‘The Man on the 
Moon’ and learning to write an explanation text.  
Maths: This term we are learning about numbers within 100 and securing our 
knowledge of place value. We will be partitioning numbers into tens and ones 
and will begin to add and subtract numbers within 100.  
Please continue to help your child with: 

 Identifying numbers to 100.  

 Re-calling number facts, such as pairs of numbers to make 10 and 20, 
halves and doubles of numbers to 20. 

 Thinking of pairs of numbers to make a given total. 

 Counting in 2’s, 5’s and 10’s. 
 

Phonics/Spelling and Grammar: Your child will take part in phonics or spelling 
and grammar session that is targeted to their ability group three times per week. 
We will continue to use the Read Write Inc scheme that your child used in Year 1 
and we will introduce the spelling patterns from the Year 2 spelling curriculum.  
Science: In science we will be looking at uses of everyday materials.  
Computing: In Computing we will be working on programming, gaming and 
modelling.  
History: We will be finding out about Edmund Hilary and Neil Armstrong and 
discussing why they are important figures in history. We will be learning about 
their voyages and contrasting their lives to modern day explorers. 
PE: Your child will be expected to bring in a PE kit at the beginning of term. PE 
will be on Tuesdays and Wednesdays and the PE kits will be sent home at the 
end of half term. 
RE: We will be learning about Jewish festivals, followed by Christian Saints and 
the symbolism of light in Christianity.  
Art: In art, we will start the year by creating a self-portrait. They will also be 
learning to collage using different techniques, thinking about shape, materials, 
textures, patterns and colour.  
Music: In music, Y2 will be learning about beat, rhythm and pitch with body 

percussion and instruments using a series of songs from Music Express and other 

singing games. 

Homework: Your child will receive one piece of homework each week in relation 

to the work we have been doing in school to support their learning and skills. 

This will be given out on a Friday and will be due back in on a Wednesday. 

Children will also receive online homework via the scheme “Maths with Parents”. 
Your child will be given a weekly number fact challenges test that will take place 
on a Friday focusing on number bonds and halves and doubles.  
A small amount of dedicated time at home each day for reading/homework will 
help your child to reinforce their learning and progress well. 
You are always welcome to come and see me with any questions or if you would 

like further advice or ideas of how you could further help your child at home.  

Class Teacher:                                                       Head of School: 

Mr Pyper and Miss Sach            Ms. Wightwick 

 


