
St John’s Walham Green C of E Primary School 

Information for Parents – How to Help your child 

Year Group: 4C & 4S       Term: Autumn   Class Teacher:  Mrs Celikcan and Miss Synnott   Date: September 2019 

Our main topic this term is Anglo Saxons and Vikings. 

 Reading: Please find time to read with your child every day for around 20 minutes 
away from the TV or loud music and ensure you sign and date their Reading 
Records. You should ask your child questions about the book they are reading to 
think about the story further and encourage them to use expression and 
recognise punctuation (Children reading under Stage 11 should read with an adult 
every day, children above Stage 11 can read and write comments independently 
but they should still read to an adult at least once a week). Reading books will be 
changed by the children with the assistance from an adult if needed. At school 
your child will be reading to their teacher or teaching assistant regularly so their 
reading folders must be sent to school every day. Please note that teacher 
comments on reading sessions are kept separately and so will not always be 
recorded in your child’s yellow home reading record.  
Handwriting: Handwriting practice will be part of your child’s English sessions and 
children will get further support when needed. Please give your child the 
opportunity to practice their handwriting at home, including ensuring that their 
handwriting in homework tasks are clear, neat and joined.  
English: Our class book at the beginning of the term is Mouse, Bird Snake, Wolf by 
David Almond. Our learning will include drama, artistic links and making balanced 
arguments based on decisions faced by the characters in the book. Our next book 
will be Arthur and the Golden Rope by Joe Todd Stanton. Please make sure 
children do not read these books independently at home.  
Maths: We will begin the year by revisiting place value, focusing on the children’s 
vocabulary and depth of understanding of numbers.  
Please continue to help your child with: 

 Counting in 3s, 4s, 6s, 8s, 25s and 1000.  

 Finding 1000, 100, 10 more or less than a given number. 

 Rounding to the nearest 10, 100 and 1000 

 Order and compare numbers beyond 1000 

 Know their times tables up to 12 
Phonics/Spelling and Grammar: Your child will take part in a taught spelling 
session each week and these words will be sent home in the RESCUE sheet on 
Fridays. The sheet needs to be completed with sentences written in the HW books 
and returned on a Wednesday. The children will be tested on these words on 
Friday. Grammar strategies and activities are incorporated into the English lessons 
throughout the week.  
  
 

Mental Maths: 
Each week on Friday the children will be set mental maths tasks such as time 
tables practise. These will be sent in their homework folder and they need to be 
returned on Wednesday. There will be a test on these facts after Wednesday. 
Science: In Science we will be first looking at Sound. We will be investigating how 
sounds are made, making links to what the children are learning in Music lessons 
this term.  We will then move onto the States of Matter.  
Computing: In Computing we will be learning about finding reliable information 
online as well as setting up our own Blogs.  
History & Geography: We will be finding out about Anglo Saxons and Vikings. We 
will discuss invasions, settlements and the effect they have had on our country 
today. We will explore where they came from as well as their religion, art, 
language, customs, houses, clothes, jewellery and weapons.  
Music: We will be learning how to play the descant recorder, and this will give us 
the opportunity to start to learn how to read stave notation. 
PE: We will have PE on Monday (PE) and Thursday (Gym). Your child will be 
expected to have their PE kit in school throughout the week and it will be sent 
home to wash at the half term.  
RE: We will learn the miracles of Jesus, discuss wisdom through proverbs and 
parables and move to Jesus bringing the message of peace through Christmas.  
French/Mandarin: Your child will continue to take part in a weekly mandarin 
session on Tuesday (4S), Wednesday (4C) and French session on a Friday. 
Art: In art, we will be experimenting with different effects using paint and 
becoming more familiar with the colour wheel, leading to the use of different 
shades to use in their artwork. 
Homework: Your child will receive two pieces of homework each week in relation 
to the work we have been doing in school to support their learning and skills or 
to research so they have prior knowledge before studying a new topic. This will 
be given out on a Friday and will be due back in on a Wednesday. 
Library: Our library sessions will be on Friday (4C) and Wednesday (4S) when 
children can change their library books. If a book goes missing then a note will be 
sent home asking parents to either replace or pay for the book. Children will not 
be able to borrow a new book until the missing one is replaced. 
You are always welcome to come and see us with any questions or if you would 

like further advice or ideas of how you could further help your child at home.  

 


