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St. John's Walham Green Church of England Primary School is an exciting Christian school where 
everyone flourishes. We celebrate difference: learning from each other, we grow into our best selves.  
We enjoy the adventure, challenging each other through learning and play. We rejoice with our 
church and community, building for a better world. Confident in ourselves, we thrive together in care 
and love. 

 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES STATEMENT  
St John’s School is committed to the principle of equal opportunity for all pupils irrespective of race, 
religion, gender, language, disability or family background. We believe that equal opportunity is at 
the heart of good educational practice and challenge any form of discrimination. All staff and 
governors are responsible for ensuring that we implement this policy. 

 

Introduction 

This document will explain the way History is taught in St John’s Walham Green CofE Primary 
School.  It will explain the History curriculum intent, implementation and impact as well as 
provide a rationale for the curriculum and its progression across year groups.    
 
Courage: pupils develop the ability to question history and evaluate how it impacts their 
lives and the lives of others.  
Wisdom: pupils develop an appreciation for the actions of their ancestors and learn form 
mistakes in history to inform their actions today.  
Compassion: pupils become compassionate historians who can make links and talk about 
historical events sensitively. 

Intent: 

At St John’s Walham Green, through our History curriculum, we aim to create interest and 
curiosity in the children, motivating them to learn about the past while making sense of their 
present.  Through high quality lessons, we aim for the children to develop a sense of identity 
and an appreciation for the diversity of societies in order to prepare them for the challenges 
of their time.  Our curriculum is in line with the National curriculum requirements and focuses 
on understanding chronology, developing inquiry, analysis and interpretation skills while 
teaching knowledge of concepts, events, and people from the past.  We aim for all the 
children, to have access to an inclusive and engaging curriculum that equally balances the 
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teaching of skills and knowledge inside and outside the classroom.  We intend the curriculum 
to enable pupils to think critically about history with an ability to support, evaluate and 
challenge their own and others’ views using historical evidence from a range of resources 
preparing them for the next stages of their education. Our curriculum intends the children to 
leave St John’s with the life skill to reflect, debate, discuss and evaluate the past with respect 
to their own and other people’s cultures in the world and in modern, multicultural Britain. 
  

Implementation: 

At St John’s Walham Green, we implement our History curriculum through a topic-based 
approach with an equal emphasis on skills and knowledge.  The topics are carefully chosen 
to ensure the coverage of National curriculum requirements with a coherent progression of 
skills and knowledge in History, allowing them to build on prior learning while consolidating 
skills and understanding.  Knowledge organisers for every topic are shared with students as 
well as the parents to ensure the retention of knowledge at an age appropriate level.  At St 
John’s we believe in the value of a cross-curriculum that provides time and opportunities to 
strengthen the teaching of history skills and ability alongside other subjects.  Our curriculum 
is implemented through inclusive high quality lessons, frequent assessment and discussion 
opportunities, creative and engaging tasks, trips and visits by experts.  The long history of 
our school, the listed historical school building and our proximity to important historical 
landmarks like the Fulham Palace allows the implementation of our curriculum inside and 
outside the classroom giving the children many opportunities to experience History through 
personal, real life experiences.  
 
 
Impact: 

At St John’s Walham Green, we evaluate the impact of the curriculum on pupils’ learning 
through the assessment of their skills and acquired knowledge.  The learning is assessed 
through the lesson learning objectives and success criteria using the evidence in children’s 
written work as well as their engagement and contributions in lessons both in and outside 
the classroom. The knowledge is assessed frequently to evaluate retention.  The impact is 
evidenced through children’s books, creative tasks, photos, videos, knowledge assessment 
results and contributions in lessons. The History subject leader and the members of the SLT 
monitor the impact of the teaching of the curriculum.  This is evaluated through lesson 
observations, book scrutinies, planning evaluations, use of pupil voice, governor visits and 
careful and continuous analysis of the assessment data.  Our assessment systems allow the 
impact to be evaluated according to various criteria so we can ensure the curriculum has a 
positive impact on all the children.    

Rationale 

At St John’s Walham Green, we chose our History topics with the aim of covering the National 
curriculum requirements while we ensure our curriculum intent with an age appropriate skills 
and knowledge progression.   Our curriculum provides a wide coverage of British history and 
important periods of world history.  As skills and knowledge have equal emphasis in our 
curriculum, these topics allow the teachers to create opportunities to teach with a focus on 
both.  The topics are chosen to contribute to the knowledge and cultural capital of all the 
children and it allows the teachers to implement provisions for children who may be at certain 
disadvantaged situations.    The topics are also chosen to develop personal responsibility and 
respect in children to prepare them to become future, active citizens who can take part and 
be involved in their future public life with a deep understanding of British values.  
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EYFS:  St John’s Walham Green, in EYFS we follow a child-led curriculum with the end goal of 
GLD (Good level of development).  The children have tables set up to learn through play and 
these areas provide opportunities to access learning about History enabling the teachers 
question the past.   We start historical learning by creating opportunities for children to 
learn to talk about themselves, their families and the school community enabling them to 
visualise the passing of time.   EYFS Maths mastery units, reading schemes, outside the class 
opportunities, trips and visitors are selected to aid development of vocabulary and an 
understanding of the past along with child-led topics. 

Key stage 1:  We start the History curriculum in early KS1 focusing on events and people in 
children’s living memory building on their vocabulary and understanding from the EYFS.   
The curriculum gives opportunities for children to use their personal experiences in order to 
understand the concept of time. The curriculum then moves on significant national or global 
events and people beyond living memory, enabling children to develop a deeper 
understanding of history.  The curriculum is designed to effectively use cross curricular links, 
the local area and the history of the school that ensure that children develop skills retain 
knowledge and add to their cultural capital.  The topics are chosen to help children begin to 
develop skills of critical thinking.  

Key Stage 2:  The curriculum in KS2 is designed to give the children a wider understanding of 
the history of the world while it helps them to develop more advanced skills of using and 
questioning a range of resources.   The curriculum builds on to KS1 learning and it covers 
periods from prehistory to recent historical events in Britain and in the world with certain 
topics allowing the children to develop a deeper understanding of a certain period.   The 
history of Britain and its influence in general history is dominant in the curriculum; however 
significant world events, people and civilizations are also studied.  The skills and knowledge 
taught in these topics follow a clear progression and aim for the children to finish primary 
school with an understanding and knowledge of chronology as well as with inquiry, analysis 
and interpretation skills.   

 
 


