
Personal, social and emotional development: This term, we will continue with 

lessons linked to our whole-school PSHE scheme, Jigsaw. We will be exploring 

dreams, goals and aspirations and understanding the emotions that go with this. 

We will also be learning about how we can keep ourselves healthy and safe. This 

includes how to keep a healthy body through diet, exercise, and hygiene, and 

how to enjoy healthy friendships.  

Physical Development: In our PE lessons with Mr Welch, we will be developing our 

ball skills. This includes working on our aim when throwing and kicking. We will 

experiment with different throws, including overarm, underarm and rolling. Later 

we will be doing gymnastics, exploring ‘high’ and ‘low’ body shapes and gym 

apparatus. We will develop our fine motor control through daily handwriting, 

focusing on a correct pencil grip and building our stamina for writing and our 

muscle memory for writing routines, e.g. writing on a line and including finger 

spaces to separate words. We will continue to access a range of tools within the 

setting, including scissors, drawing and shaping tools, and cutlery.  

Communication and Language: Children will have ample opportunities to 

develop their speaking, listening and attention skills in a range of social and formal 

contexts, including play, small group and whole-class discussion, show-and-tell 

and assemblies. We will engage in high-quality book talk where children are 

stretched to express opinions, ideas, and responses using increasingly complex 

sentence structures and a range of tenses. We will continue to learn a repertoire of 

songs and rhymes and develop the ability to talk about and retell stories from 

familiar books. Children will be encouraged to use the newly acquired vocabulary 

that they encounter across the range of their learning.  

Literacy: We will continue to explore a variety of texts and stories, including non-

fiction, through our whole-school literacy scheme, Power of Reading, to develop 

our understanding of story structure. We will be improving our ability to retell stories 

using storytelling language and to anticipate key events. Children will be 

encouraged to retell stories in a range of ways; orally, through role play and 

drama, through drawing, and writing. We will be focusing on the key vocabulary 

of; title, character, illustration, opinion, and author. Children will visit the school 

library weekly where they will be able to choose a book to take home and enjoy 

for pleasure. Children are encouraged to discuss these stories with a caregiver  

and answer a range of open and closed questions about the events of the story.  

 

 

Phonics: We will be continuing with our phonics scheme, Essential Letters and 

Sounds. This term children will learn 12 new sounds and 21 new Harder to Read and 

Spell words. They will have daily practice of orally blending single and multi-syllabic 

words, and daily practice of reading words and sentences made up of the sounds 

they have learnt to date. Children will have ample opportunity to apply their 

phonics for writing in a range of contexts, including phonics lessons, play scenarios, 

and their responses to the books we explore as a class. Children will continue to 

receive two books a week to be read at home. Each book should be read and re-

read a minimum of four times. Books will be changed on Fridays.  

Maths: We will develop our understanding of numbers to fifteen. We will also 

explore concepts that support our understanding of addition and subtraction. 

These include ‘First, Then & Now’ stories and the part-whole model. In addition, we 

will be exploring time and calendar, considering different ways to measure time; 

seasons, months and days of the week. We will be exploring ordinal language as 

we sequence everyday events. We will also be developing our number sense for 

number patterns, by exploring the concepts of doubling halving.  

Understanding of the World: This term we will focus on the natural world. Children 

will be encouraged to observe and talk about the changes they observe in the 

world around them as we transition into a new season. We will explore growth 

through planting and caterpillar lifecycles. We will be learning about animals and 

then later in the term, about our environment and the things we can do to help 

care for it. We will develop our understanding of how our world is split into 

continents and countries, by exploring globes and maps. We will also be exploring 

key events and festivals, including Burn’s Night, Valentines Day, Pancake Day, and 

Mother’s Day.  

Religious Education: This term, as we lead up to the Christian holiday of Easter, we 

will be learning about who Jesus was and why he is special to Christians. We will 

learn some of the stories of Jesus’s miracles.  

Expressive Arts and Design: We will be exploring the art skills print and texture and 

how to use these in our art work. The children will have a weekly music session in 

class. Reception will be singing, using percussion instruments and playing music 

games using Kodaly-based 'Jolly Music', gradually building up their awareness of 

beat, rhythm and pitch. 

Class Teachers: Miss Mortimer and Ms Peters   Head teacher: Ms Wightwick 

 

 

St John’s Walham Green C of E Primary School 

Information for Parents – How to help your child 

Year Group: Reception   Term: Spring    Class Teacher: Miss Mortimer and Ms Peters           Date: 19th January 2022  

  


